INTRODUCTION INTRODUCTION INTRODUCTION INTRODUCTION INTRODUCTION
Rafflesia R.Br. is a genus known for having the largest flowers in the world. The flowers reach 1 m in diameter, orange to reddishbrown in color, and have five perigone lobes flecked with white warts. The perigone tube is usually lined with ramenta and extends to an upright or incurved diaphragm. At the center of the tube is a disk with processes on the upper surface and a stigmatal zone or anthers on its underside.
To date, there are 26 species of Rafflesia known worldwide, eight of which are found 4 T  T T  T TAX AX AX  AX AXONOMIC TREA  ONOMIC TREA  ONOMIC TREA  ONOMIC TREA  ONOMIC TREATMENT TMENT TMENT  TMENT Open flower 14-24 cm wide, 7-11 cm high (with cupule). Cupule 2-3 cm high, 6-7 cm wide. Bracts semi-orbicular, in 3-5 whorls, outer whorl 2 x 3 cm, middle whorl 3.5-5 cm, inner whorl 4-6 x 6 cm. Perigone lobes semi-orbicular, 6-10 x 7-9 cm, at least 10 warts across wid- est part, widely spaced, 2-3 x 2-5 mm. Diaphragm upright or inclined towards the center, 10-11 cm across, 2-2.5 cm broad, opening to 7.5-8.5 cm across, upper surface same color as perigone lobes when mature, with small warts, as big as those on the perigone lobes, close to widely spaced, sometimes with depressions or impressions of the warts of the lobes from the bud; lower surface with windows, windows in 3 rows, lower row 3-5 x 5-6 mm, middle row 5 x 7-10 mm, upper row 2-5 x 10-15 mm, somewhat coalesced. Perigone tube 4-4.5 cm high, to 10 cm wide, ramenta on lower part of tube to 2 mm long, stalked with round top, middle part to 2 mm long, stalked with truncate to round top, upper part to 1.5 mm long, very broad top. Disk to 6 cm diam., 1-1.3 cm high, rim 2-3 mm high, slightly raised, with short bristles, processes 11-24 (10-14 outer + 7-10 inner), to 5 mm high and conical (in males) or broad and short (in females), hairy. Male flower with anthers 14-18, 4-5 x 5-8 mm, anther groove 7.5-8 mm wide, hairy along the margins, pollen mass to 3 mm wide, column 0.8 to 1 cm high, 2.5-3 cm diameter; shallowly grooved connecting to cavities on the base of the column; base of the column 5.5-6.5 cm diam., cavities 14-16, to 1.5 x to 2.8 cm, with bristles on the margins of the cavities; annulus rim with bristles. Female flower with stigmatic zone to 1 cm broad, papillose; column to 2.5 cm diam.; base of the column to 6 cm diam., smooth, with very shallow grooves and shallow depressions at the edges; annulus with bristles; ovary 1-1.2 cm high, 3-3.5 cm wide.
Local Name -Malabo-o (Tag.) The open flower in this group ranges from 13-20 cm. In general morphology, R. panchoana is most similar to R. manillana and R. lobata but is distinguished by the shape and width of the diaphragm, shape of windows on the underside of the diaphragm, density and shape of warts on the perigone lobes, and hairs or bristles on the annulus. The diaphragm of R. panchoana is narrower, about 2 to 3 cm from the base to the margin, upright to slightly incurved and with a wider opening compared to R. manillana. The diaphragm of R. lobata on the other hand is distinctly shallowly lobed. W.H. Brown [5] mentioned that individuals with upright and closed incurved diaphragms are both observed in the population of "R. manillana" (here referred to as R. panchoana) in Mt. Makiling. He remarked that this could be part of the variation of the species. It is, however, difficult to ascertain at this time if such variations are influenced by genetic or environmental factors. This observation requires an examination of more specimens to determine the extent of variation of other characters, i.e. shape of windows, number of warts on the perigone lobes, and nature of the hairs or bristles on the annulus, to compare or delineate it from R. panchoana.
The warts of R. panchoana are smaller and more densely set on the perigone lobes compared to those of other small-diameter Rafflesia species. A few white specks are also scattered on the lobes.
The windows at the underside of the diaphragm of R. panchoana are elongated or stretched like those of R. banahawensis in contrast with those of R. manillana which are almost round. The windows in R. panchoana are easily seen from top view since the diaphragm is relatively open, unlike those of R. manillana which are hidden from view by the incurved diaphragm.
The annulus, which is found at the base of the column and floor of the perigone tube, has short bristles at the surface, extending inwards, though sparsely, lining the cavities at the base of the column. This character of the annulus is diagnostic of R. panchoana and is markedly different from those of R. manillana, which have numerous small tubercles or round knobs on the annulus and base of the column.
While the morphology of R. panchoana has been discussed in this paper there are still other studies to be made to fully understand this species. W.H. Brown's account of the flower biology of the species and its host vine is detailed and comprehensive [5] . However, aspects on the ecology, pollination, anatomy, chemistry and molecular character of the species and others need to be studied further. The distribution of the existing populations of this species in Mt. Makiling should be documented, mapped and marked on the ground. Appropriate conservation action plans must be undertaken to prevent the species from getting extinct.
